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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to identify the criteria and standards for the
valuation and appraisal of manuscripts in the fields of codicology, bibliography, and other
influencing factors.

Methodology: The present research employs a mixed qualitative—quantitative approach,
including (1) documentary and library research, and (2) content analysis. The study was
conducted through open and semi-structured interviews with 10 experts and specialists,
both inside and outside the National Library and Archives of Iran, each with more than
fifteen years of experience in the appraisal of manuscripts. Participants were selected
purposefully based on their expertise and familiarity with the subject. Interviews continued
until data saturation was achieved. The collected data were analyzed using thematic
analysis. From the perspective of its purpose, this research is applied in nature.

Findings: The findings obtained from documentary studies, expert interviews, and

thematic analysis reveal that the appraisal and evaluation of manuscripts can be categorized
into three main areas—codicology, bibliography, and other influencing factors—each
encompassing diverse and numerous components. These can be summarized as follows:
1. Codicological factors: Variable information of each manuscript; illuminations,
ornamentations, and artistic schools and their historical development; miniature paintings
and illustrations; types and quality of calligraphy; diversity and authentication of paper;
types and quality of bindings; scribal additions; colophons and inscriptions; details and
authenticity of writing; format and function; manuscript structure; marginalia (such as
audition notes, corrections, commentaries, and supplements); seals and stamps; binding
and restoration; indicators of uniqueness and rarity; author’s handwriting, and so on.
2. Bibliographical factors: Fixed information of each manuscript; title; subject; language;
scholarly status of the author; significance of content organization and subject indexing by
the author; challenges in identifying the content and author; beginning and end of the text;
date and place of composition, etc.

3. Other factors: Ownership background (family heritage, prominent scholarly or artistic
lineages, royal or official possession); whether unique or part of a collection; the number
of existing copies in libraries and the impact of rarity or dispersion nationally or
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internationally; manuscripts at risk of trafficking or smuggling; influence of institutional
policies and acquisition goals; whether the manuscript has been printed; its distinction in
auctions or international markets; and the impact of national and foreign currency values.

Conclusion: The identified components—comprising one hundred extracted criteria
with comprehensive coverage of the topic—should be taken into account when appraising
manuscripts. Neglecting any of these factors could seriously undermine the accuracy and
reliability of the appraisal. It is therefore recommended that these components be compiled
into a checklist for appraisers to ensure no criteria are overlooked, to promote consistency
and consensus in manuscript valuation, to serve as an educational tool for young scholars
in the field, and to establish, for the first time, a comprehensive national model
encompassing all factors involved in manuscript appraisal.

Keywords: Manuscripts; National Library and Archives of Iran; Evaluation; Appraisal,
Valuation Criteria.
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. Christie’s Auction House :https://www.christies.com/en
Y. Sotheby's: https://www.sothebys.com/

v. Bonhams: https://www.bonhams.com/

f. Christie's Dubai

o. Heritage Auctions: https://www.ha.com/

#. Phillips Auction House: https://www.phillips.com/

v. China Guardian Auctions: https://www.cguardian.com/en
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