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Abstract

The book “Tohfatol-A'azem” by 'Alam Ara, belonging to the second period of Nasir al-Din
Shah’s reign, is a historical-Shiite epic that was composed by a poet with the pen name “'Asi” and
transcribed in Rajab 1282 by his son with the pen name “Qaser”. It is kept in the library of Astan
Quds Razavi (Mashhad) with the retrieval number of the copy 12436. This copy has important
features in terms of language and calligraphy, which will be examined and introduced in this article
in a descriptive-analytical manner. The most important linguistic features of this text are: the high
frequency of Arabic obsolete words; the use of dialect words from the Qaynat region (Zohan); the
recording of dialectal pronunciations of standard words The use of "Az" as a sign of an additional
fraction; the use of "Che" in different meanings of "because"; the recording of the spoken form of
standard words; the recording of the modified vowel with the transformation xwa > xu and xwa >
xa; Use of the third person plural without "-d"; recording the "v" of the inflection or conjunction
in four different ways:1. With the letter "v"; 2. With the letter "0"; 3. Without the letter; 4. With
(the suffix) "o™ above the last letter of the word; The use of the subject pronouns -sh and -shan;
the addition of a non-derivative "n™ in some words. And the most important features of the
manuscript of this text are: Continuous writing of linguistic elements; And the separation of "be"
in the position of the verb prefix; Vowel substitution - instead of "-y"; Substitution of "-y" instead
of additional fraction; Vowel substitution - instead of additional fraction. The results of this
research show that the poet, who was an educated person and familiar with the Arabic language,
religious sciences, and authentic Iranian culture, wrote this epic under the influence of his native
dialect and language, and it is likely that its popular, local, and regional usage was more in the
interest of "Asi".

Keywords: Tohfatol-A'azem 'Alam Ara, the dialect of Qohistan, the dialect of Qain, the
historical epic, Asi.
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