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Abstract:

Two distinct recensions of Bahr al-Haqa’iq, the Arabic mystical tafsir by Najm al-Din Razi,
have come down to us. The first is a longer and older version, fragmentary and marked by
numerous textual lacunae. The second is a shorter, more coherent recension, widely preserved
across manuscript collections worldwide. The extended version is densely interwoven with
quotations from earlier exegeses—particularly al-Tha‘labi’s al-Kashf wa-I-Bayan—and reflects
the formative stage of Raz1’s interpretive voice. In contrast, the concise version offers a more
refined and independent commentary, presenting the author’s mystical insights directly,
continuing up to Sarat al-Najm. Significant differences among manuscripts—including in
prefaces, siira arrangement, terminology, and style—alongside the existence of abridgments by
later mystics such as ‘Ala’ al-Dawla al-Simnani and Shams al-Din Sawaji, necessitate thorough
codicological investigation. This study analyzes selected manuscripts and internal textual features
to argue that Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Hasan al-Sawaji, a close disciple of Razi, prepared a
revised and abridged version of the original tafsir in Shushtar, likely under his teacher’s
supervision. Most later copies appear to derive from this version. Thus, al-Sawaji emerges not
merely as a transmitter, but as a textual architect whose editorial intervention played a decisive
role in shaping the final authoritative recension of Bahr al-Haqa’iq.
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