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Abstract

The objective of this study which was conducted in descriptive-analytic method is to evaluate
one of the known oldest handwritten editions of Anvari’s Divan and correcting some verses
based on this edition referring to 13 other old manuscripts. The main purpose of this study
however is to critique and analyze edition number 4113 and to clarify its position in the realm of
critical analysis of Anvari’s Divan. Despite the fact that the beginning and final parts as well as
some middle pages of this manuscript are lost, from evidence such as handwriting style,
penmanship and especially the inclusion of original recordings, it can be considered as one of the
oldest manuscripts of Anvari’s Divan. This edition containing 85 odes, 145 pieces and 8 quartets
which totally includes 4234 verses, constitutes less than one-third of the poet’s Divan. The editor
has classified the poems on a thematic basis which along with some unique subjects, clarifies the
poet’s purpose of the composition of some poems as well as the identity of the people being
praised that contributes to better understanding of the poet’s discourse. The result of the study
shows that this edition, concerning the inclusion of the original recordings, is one of the most
important manuscripts of Anvari’s divan that facilitates the clarification of the correct forms of
many verses thereby contributing to better understanding the poet’s discourse. As a consequence,
we can discover that how the original recordings like “Hess-e Khial” (the sense of imagination),
“To Ani” ( you are the one), “Mard va Mokhannas” (the man and the catamite), “ba sar pey
shodan” (to find ones way), “Abr-e qaza” (the cloud of predestination) and “Dar rish-e
khoshk”(in the puffed up bread) in some manuscripts and editions of Anvari’s Divan changed
into “hosn va Jamal” (charm and beauty), “to tavani” (you are able to), “har do mokhannas”
(both the catamites), “pey separi shodan” (to go), “Amr-e gaza” (the order of predestination) and
“darvishe khoshk”(the dry dervish) respectively which have resulted in ambiguity and distortion
of the meaning of the poem and style of the poet.

Key Terms: Anvari’s Divan, Handwritten Editions, Manuscript No. 4234, Critical
Correction, Accurate Rerecording.
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e Anvari, Muhammad bin Ali (6th Century AH or 7th Century AH). Diwan, Old
Manuscript Number 4113 of Tehran University.
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